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 In this Torah portion most of 
the forefathers of the twelve 
tribes of Israel will be born. The 
fourth son of Leah is called 
Yehuda (Judah) and she chose 
that name saying “This time, I 
will thank (Hode) the 
Lord!”  (Gen. 29:35). According 
to Rashi Leah said to 
herself, “Since I have taken 
more than my share. 
Consequently, I must offer up 
thanks”. How does she know that she has “more than her share”? Because according to the 
Rabbis Leah and Rachel were prophetesses and knew that twelve boys should be born from 
Jacob, and because he had four spouses (counting Zilpah and Bilah) each one of them 
should have had three children. For that reason when she has the fourth son, one more than 
her predicted “fair” share, she decides to thank Hashem and she puts the name Yehuda (“the 
thankful one”) to this baby. 
 
And this is the name of our people until today. We are called Yehudim because of Yehuda. 
The term Jew in English is a derivation from the term Yehudi in Hebrew. And we read about 
the origin of our name this year during the weekend of Thanksgiving. This is like a message 
from Hashem telling us to remember the deep connection of being a Jew and giving thanks. 
Our essence is to be a thankful people and thankful human beings. 
 
This Thanksgiving Shabbat let’s look around and realize that we all have a little bit more than 
our share. We don’t only have what we need but we always have more and that is why we 
should be thankful. But like Leah did, we need to stop, contemplate what we have, and then 
we will be able to thank Hashem for everything He has giving us. 
 
Shabbat Shalom and Happy Thanksgiving, 
 
Rabbi Uri 


