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More often than we may like to think 
children, imitate their parents. The 
same was  true for our patriarchs. We 
are told that once Abraham sojourned 
in Gerar and he thought “Surely, there is 
no fear of God in this place, and they will kill 
me because of my wife.” (Gen. 20:1). For 
that reason he presented Sarah not at his 
wife but as his sister. Abimelech, the 
king of Gerar, subsequently took 
Sarah to be part of his harem. 
God threatened to punish him for this 
and he gave Sarah back to Abraham. A very similar story occurs in this week’s Torah portion. 
Once again a famine  afflicted the land of Canaan and Issac, at God’s request went with 
Rebbeca to sojourn in Gerar. When he arrived at the city “the men of the place asked about his wife, 
and he said, “She is my sister,” because he was afraid to say, “[She is] my wife,” [because he said,] “Lest the 
men of the place kill me because of Rebecca, for she is of comely appearance.” (Gen. 26.8). In this instance 
nobody took his wife but one day the King, the same Abimelech of Abraham’s story, saw 
them having sex and said to Isaac, “What have you done to us? The most prominent of the people might 
easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” And Abimelech commanded all the 
people, saying, “Whoever touches this man or his wife shall be put to death.”  (Gen. 26:10-11) 
 
Both stories are strikingly similar: same place, same king, and same theme. There is however 
one important change and one important conduct that remains the same. What changed was 
the way the society, and especially the king, conducted themselves. In the first story Abimelech 
took Sarah but in the second story he did not take Rebbeca. Something had changed. He 
learned a lesson. The one who didn’t learn a lesson was Isaac who imitated his father like a 
mirror image. He still believed that the people of that place had no fear of God and if he were 
to tell the truth they would kill him. 
 
More often than we might like to think, we are like Abraham and Isaac, even though 
that society and people around us may change for the good, we still cling to the same 
prejudices we already had. Even though others’ behavior may prove us wrong we still are 
unable to change the way we see them. Abimelech changed, the people of Gerar changed; but 
our patriarchs couldn’t do it. This should teach us an important lesson: let us be very careful in 
transmitting to our children, students or congregants our own prejudices because they are very 
hard to eliminate. As always, we should learn not only from the good actions of our 
forefathers but also from their flaws. 
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