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Before the flood Hashem commanded Noah to 
bring into the ark two of each “living thing”, a 
male and a female (Gen. 6:19). This idea inspires 
our Sages who said that at one point Falsehood 
also desired entrance into the ark but Noah said 
to Falsehood, “You cannot enter until you wed a proper 
mate”. Apparently, in my mind, the corruption of 
the earth before the flood was as due to a lack of 
consequence for wrongdoing. People lied and 
nothing happened. People stole, and nothing 
happened. People worshipped idols and nothing 
happened. They became used to wrongdoing. 
Hashem knew that he could not eradicate these bad qualities of human beings once and 
forever but he wanted to teach humanity a lesson: actions have consequences. And for that 
reason Noah said that if Falsehood wanted to enter into the ark, and be part of the “new 
world”, it needed to have a mate. Who could be the perfect mate for Falsehood? According to 
Rabbi Levi:  it is Vexation (worries/troubles/anger). Falsehood and Vexation got married and they 
are allowed to enter into the Ark (Midrash Tehilim 7:11).  
 
 
The Rabbis through this beautiful and elaborated Midrash are teaching us an important lesson: 
we can lie, but we should know that lying leads to worries, troubles and aggravation. This is the 
key difference from the world before the flood and the world after the flood: our actions now 
have consequences. God swore that He is not going to destroy the world again 
supernaturally but we should know that every action is “married” to a consequence, and in that 
way we may be the ones who destroy the world. By the same token positive actions are 
connected to positive consequences that could improve our world.  
 
 
Today, think of your life as an ark and yourself as a seeker of love.  Think about the 
consequences that you seek. When you know what results you want, you can start acting in the 
way that will lead you to the consequences you desire.  
 
Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Uri 
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