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When  Abraham’s servant finally approached 
the land of Canann with Rivkah, the Torah tells 
us that “Now Itzchak was on his way, coming from 
Be’er Lachai Ro’i” (Gen. 24:62). What was 
Itzchak doing in Be’er Lachai Ro’i?  Some say 
he was studying in the Beit Midrash of Shem 
who was located in that city (Targum 
Yonathan), other scholars say that this was the 
place where he usually prayed (Nahmanides and 
Seforno), others suggest that he use to live there 
(Rashbam), and some even suggest that he in 
fact lived with his father in Hevron (Radak) but “He was looking for a suitable place to move 
with his future wife” (David Tzvi Hoffman). 
 
The most well known answer, however, is the one that Rashi quotes from the Midrash: “he had 
gone to bring Hagar to Abraham, his father, that he should marry her (Gen. Rabbah 60:14).” The spot 
were Be’er Lachai Ro’i was located was the place where Hagar met with the angel when 
Abraham and Sarah threw her out of the house. Is it Hagar who gives this place it’s name 
which means:  “You are the God of seeing” (Gen. 16:14). That is why according to many 
commentators this was a special place either to study or to pray, because the presence of God 
appeared in that place. Rashi suggested that this was also the place where Hagar and Ishmael 
lived after being driven out of the house. 
 
Following the lead of Rashi I would like to suggest that Izchak travelled regularly to Be’er 
Lachai Ro’I, not to see Hagar but rather to see his brother Ishmael. After Ishmael was expelled 
from the house the Torah never mentions Ishmael and Itzchak meeting again until Abraham 
dies (25:9) but I would like to think that Itzchak, for many years, went to visit his brother and 
that they spent quality time together. Itzchak wanted to  maintain contact with his only 
brother. The quarrel  belonged to their parents and he didn’t want to lose a brother, a friend. 
Itzchak and Ishmael are the heroes of the story in being able to set aside the family dispute 
to elevate friendship and brotherhood over conflict. And according to the Midrash (Gen. 
Rabbah 38:12) this is why we are told that “Abraham expired and died in a good old age” (Gen. 25:8) 
because he was able to see both of his children overcoming the family discord, fulfilling the 
verse of the psalmist, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brothers also to dwell together!” (Psalm 
133:1) 
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