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Can I accept a gift? 

Responsa Source Sheet by Rabbi Uriel Romano 

 

I. Two examples from the story of Abraham: 

“Avimelech took sheep, cattle, slaves and maidservants, and gave them to Avraham; and he returned 
him his wife, Sarah.” (Genesis 20:14) 

Vs. 

“If from a thread unto a shoelace, and if I shall take from anything that is yours—and you shall not 
say, ‘I have brought wealth to Avram.” (Genesis 14:23) 

II. The principle in Proverbs and a Talmudic conclusion  

He who is greedy of gain troubles his own house, but he 
who hates gifts will live. (Proverbs 15:17) 

  
ֽה: ֹ֣ת יִחְיֶ ַּתָנ ֖א מ וְׂשֹונֵ צַע  ֵ֣עַ ָּב֑ ֵיתֹו ּבֹוצ ּב֖ ֵ֣ר  ֹכ ע  

From the time when those who accept gifts proliferated, the days decreased and the years shortened, 
as it is written: “And he who hates gifts lives” (Proverbs 15:27). (Talmud Sotah, 47b) 

III. The main Talmudic discussion 

Abaye, and some say Rabbi Yitzḥak, said: A great man who seeks to 
enjoy the contributions of those who seek to honor him may enjoy those 
gifts, as Elisha1. And one who does not seek to enjoy these gifts should not 
enjoy them, as was the practice of the prophet Samuel from Rama, who 
would not accept gifts from anyone at all. From where do we know that this 
was Samuel’s custom? As it is stated: “And he returned to Rama, for there 
was his house, and there he judged Israel, and he built an altar to the Lord” 
(I Samuel 7:17). And similarly, Rabbi Yoḥanan said: Every place 

אמר אביי ואיתימא ר' 
יצחק הרוצה להנות 
יהנה כאלישע ושאינו 
 2רוצה להנות אל יהנה

כשמואל הרמתי 
שמואל א ז, שנאמר (

) ותשובתו הרמתה יז
כי שם ביתו וא"ר יוחנן 

																																																													
1 For example: “One day Elisha went on to Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who urged him to eat some food. So 
whenever he passed that way, he would turn in there to eat food. 9 And she said to her husband, “Behold now, I know 
that this is a holy man of God who is continually passing our way.10 Let us make a small room on the roof with walls and 
put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that whenever he comes to us, he can go in there.” (II Kings 4:8-
10) 

אל יהנה 2	 :ואין בדבר לא משום גסות רוח ולא משום שנאה - 	



where Samuel went, his house was with him, so he would have everything 
that he needed and not be forced to benefit from public contributions. 

שכל מקום שהלך שם 
ביתו עמו.  

 

Rashi Vs. Maharsha 

One who wishes to derive benefit from others should do so, 
and there is no prohibition in this matter (Rashi) 

יהנה  ואין איסור בדבר -  

 

A person should not benefit from other except from this 
situation because recivieng guests is the greatest expression of 
Gemilut Chasadim… and for this they said: “who seeks to 
enjoy the contributions of those who seek to honor him may 
enjoy those gifts, as Elisha” because he only enjoy the benefits 
in the journey for things that one need while travelling like when 
someone is a guest but in all other cases one should refrain from 
accepting gifts. (Maharsha) 

אין ליהנות משל אחרים אלא דהכא 
בגדולה מצות הכנסת אורחים 
שהיא הגדולה בגמילות 

ועל זה אמר הרוצה   …חסדים
ליהנות משל אחרים יהנה כאלישע 

ו שלא היה נהנה אלא בדרך היינ
בכלי תשמישים של אחרים כדרך 
אורח אבל בשאר דברים ודאי לא  

 

IV. Did the Sages accepted gifts? 

Whenever R. Eleazar was sent a gift from the house of the Nasi17 he would not accept it, and 
whenever he was invited out to dine he would not go, for he used to say: ‘[It seems that] you don't 
want me to live, for it is written: "He that hateth gifts shall live"’. Whenever R. Zera was sent a gift 
he would not accept it but whenever he was invited out to dine he would go, for he used to say, 
‘They are honoured by [inviting] me’. (BT, Chullin 44b-45a) 

Jonathan said to them: This is the tradition that I received from the house of my father’s father: A 
person should always hire himself out to idol worship and not require the help of people by 
receiving charity, and I took this position in order to avoid having to take charity. (BT, Baba Batra 
110a) 

What is Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel’s reasoning? Why can’t one of the parties say that they should 
divide the property and he will settle for less? It is because the second one can say to him: If you 
want me to compensate you with money for the difference between my share and your share, I have 
no money to give you. And if you wish to give it to me as a gift, I am not at ease with that, as it is 
written: “But he who hates gifts shall live” (Proverbs 15:27). (BT, Baba Batra 13b) 

Rav Giddel did not descend to claim this plot of land, as it is written: “But he who hates gifts shall 
live” (Proverbs 15:27), and therefore he did not wish to accept the land as a gift. (BT, Kidushin 
59a) 

Meanwhile, there were these sixty sailors who came and entered to visit Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi 
Shimon. They brought him sixty servants, each bearing sixty purses, and prepared him sixty types of 
relish and he ate them. [When they had encountered trouble at sea, these sailors had prayed to be 



saved in the merit of Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon. Upon returning to dry land, they 
presented him with these gifts, Rasi Ad. Loc] (BT, Baba Metzia 84b) 

V. What is the problem in accepting gifts? 

Ibn Ezra to Proverbs 15:27 

The gifts of bribery  

Rashi to Proverbes 15:27 

Since he hates gifts, he surely hates robbery. 

Rabbeinu Yonah to Proverbs 15:27 

This disposition is a fence to distance coveting, and saves one from the pitfalls of flattery. 

Ralbag to Proverbs 15:27 

The person who hates this including gifts he will not take from others, and that person will live and 
prosper because he trusts in Hashem and does not relay in the gifts of other people.  

The actions of Elisha and Shmuel according to these interpretations 

Elisha understood the concept of hating gifts as meaning to distance negative traits, such as theft 
and coveting. Based on this understanding, he reasoned that the negative aspect of accepting gifts 
applies only to somebody who takes concrete items into his property, which raises concern of theft, 
flattery, and coveting, but not to somebody who merely accepts an invitation. Elisha saw no flaw in 
Emunah to accepting gifts, attributing the gift itself to the hand of Hashem.The prophet Shmuel, 
however, believed that the principle of hating gifts reflects a flaw in one’s faith in Hashem, and 
therefore applies even to deriving benefit by being somebody’s guest. (Divrei Shalom (Vol. 1, no. 37) 

VI. The Law 

Mishneh Torah, Zechyah uMatanah 12:17 

Perfectly righteous men and men of spiritual stature would not 
receive gifts from other men. Instead, they would trust in God, 
blessed be His name, and not in generous men. And Proverbs 
15:27 states: "One who hates gifts will live." 

הצדיקים הגמורים ואנשי מעשה 
לא יקבלו מתנה מאדם אלא 
בוטחים בה' ברוך שמו לא 
בנדיבים והרי נאמר ושונא 

מתנות יחיה:  
 

Shulkhan Aruckh, Choshen Mishpat 249:5 

The way of the pious is to refrain from receiving gifts  but 
rather to trust in Hashem that He will provide everything 
that they need like is stated, “he who hates gifts shall live”  

חסידות שלא לקבל מתנה אלא  מדת
לבטוח בהשם שיתן לו די מחסורו 

:ות יחיהושונא מתנ שנאמר  



	


