
Chayei Sarah – The Martin Fierro and the Torah 

 

In the classic Argentinian work, entitled The Return of Martin 

Fierro, we find the following phrase: “Brothers should stand by 

each other because this is the first law” (The Return of Martin 

Fierro, 32). With this idea in mind, we could reexamine the 

book of Genesis to try and find if this “law” applies to the 

first pairs of brothers known to Judaism. A simple reading 

of the Torah would seem to prove the contrary. Ishmael and 

Itzchak, the sons of Abraham, are separated early in their youth. In the Torah, Ishmael makes fun of 

Itzchak, and according to the rabbis, he even wanted to kill him. The same is true for Jacob and 

Esau, the sons of Itzchak. Jacob steals the primogeniture from Esau. For this reason, Esau swears 

he will kill his brother in the future. The story is the same for the 12 sons of Jacob, particularly when 

the brothers conspire to kill Joseph by throwing him into a pit and selling him as a slave. 

 

These are the kinds of stories we tend to hear about our “biblical-brothers.” These stories “sell” 

more. Stories filled with hate, envy, and violence are often more popular than love stories. What we 

don’t usually hear, is how these stories of hate, envy, and violence end. You might be happy to know 

that they all have happy endings; endings which we rarely talk about. In this Torah portion, we see 

the first happy ending with Yitzchak and Yishmael going together to bury their father, Abraham 

(Gen. 25:9). After being apart for many years the Torah hints that they finally made peace. 

According to the Sages, this proves that Yishmael repented during his father’s lifetime (Talmud, 

Baba Batra 16b). The same is true for Esau and Jacob. After being apart for many years, the first 

thing they did when they saw each other again was embrace one another with a hug and kiss. 

Additionally, at the end of their father’s life they went to bury him together, as brothers (Gen. 

35:29). The same is also true for Joseph and his brothers. They reunited in Egypt and went together 

to bury their father, as well (Gen. 50:8). 

 

So why do we usually tell only half of the story? Maybe to justify the actions we take in our own 

lives. Many of us have had or still have problems with our siblings; discussions, fights, distances… 

and maybe we think, “if our ancestors in the Bible could not get along, how are we expected to?” By 

reading only the first part of the stories we can make ourselves believe that it’s natural and that we 
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are expected to fight with our siblings. But when we reread the Bible, with the complete endings of 

each story included, we get an entirely new perspective. God is telling us, that in the end, “Brothers 

should stand by each other because this is the first law.” Just like our patriarchs stood by each other. And the 

new meaning we find is exactly the opposite, “if our ancestors could forgive their brothers and 

reunite after so much hate, how much more ourselves!” 

 

Shabbat Shalom 

Rabbi Uriel Romano 

 


