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I. Mishnah, Hullin 8:1-3: General Rules 

Mishnah 1 

• All meat is forbidden to cook with milk, except for the meat of fish and locusts. And it is 
forbidden to place it with cheese on the table, except for the meat of fish and locusts.  

• One who vows [to abstain] from meat, is permitted to [eat] fish and locusts.  
• "A bird (Of) may go on with cheese on the table, but is not eaten," in the words of 

Beit Shammai. And Beit Hillel says, "It does not go and it is not eaten." Said Rabbi 
Yose, "This is [one] of the lenient rulings of Beit Shammai and stringent rulings of Beit 
Hillel."  

• About which table were they speaking? About a table on which one eats. But for a table 
where one sets dishes on it, one puts this next to this and does not worry. 

Why we cannot put them together in a table? “Mishum Hergel Avera, to avoid eating one with the other” (Rambam, 
Forbidden Foods, 9:20) 

Mishnah 2 

• A person may bundle meat and cheese in one napkin, a long as they do not touch one 
another.  

• Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, "Two lodgers [may] eat on one table - this one 
[eating meat] and this one cheese, and we are not troubled." 

Mishnah 3 

… One who places a bird (Of) with cheese on the table does not transgress on a negative 
precept. 

II. Talmud, Hullin 104b-107: Building upon the Mishah 

Adding a Prohibition upon fowl/bird: Talmud, Hullin 104b 

In the case [of our Mishnah], however, if you permit one to place [upon the table] fowl and cheese, 
one might even place [upon the table] flesh and cheese, and so come to eat flesh with milk which is 
prohibited by the law of the Torah. 

Two strangers sitting together: Talmud, Hullin 107b 



• R. SIMEON B. GAMALIEL SAYS: TWO PEOPLE AT AN INN MAY EAT AT THE 
SAME TABLE etc. 
• R. Hanan b. Ammi said in the name of Samuel: This is permitted only if they do not 

know each other, but if they know each other it is forbidden. 
• It has also been taught to the same effect: R. Simeon b. Gamaliel says: If two guests stay 

at the same inn, one having come from the north and the other from the south, the one 
with his piece of flesh and the other with his cheese, they may eat at the same table, the 
one flesh and the other cheese, without hesitation.  

o They only forbade it where the two eat from one parcel. ‘From one parcel’! You 
surely cannot mean that! — It means, if it appears as [though they are eating 
from] one parcel. 

III. Medieval Halakha: Some ways to “go around” the prohibition.  

The Hefsek (separation) or Heker (recognition): Tosafot to Hullin 107b 

ולפיכך נוהגין עכשיו כשזה אוכל בשר וזה אוכל גבינה על שלחן אחד מניחין לחם או קנקן או שאר 
  כלים להפסיק בינתיים או אוכל על מפה אחרת דהוי כעין שתי תפיסות

This idea is codify in the Shulkhan Arukh and becomes the norm: Yosef  Caro,  Yoreh Deah 88:1-
2  

IV. Halakha LeMaase – Practical Halakha for our days 

1. The best, to avoid mistakes, do not put in the same table flesh and diary. 
2. But if for any reason one eats dairy and one eats flesh do an Heker/Hefsek 

a. Put a bread between the two or; 
b. Put a Salt between the two or; 
c. Put some other object to separate both “meals” or; 
d. Eat in two different personal table cloths.  

 

A derived case: Kosher and non-Kosher food in the same table…What do you think is the Halakhic answer? Is the 
same as flesh/cheese? It is different? 

 


